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Cardinal Newman writes, in answer to the Editor, who liacl spoken of possible early letters:
February 28, 1885.
Of course. I cannot myself he. the judge of myself ; but, speaking with this reserve, 1 should say that it is difficult to realise or imagine the identity of the boy before and after August 1SH) . . . I ca,n look back at the end of seventy years as if on another person.
Recalling his state of mind at the ago of fourteen, ho wrote in a manuscript book of early date :
T recoiled, in 1815 I believe, thinking that I should like to bo virtuous, but not religious. There was something in the latter idea I did not like. .Nor did I see the meaning of loving (Sod. 1 recollect contending against Mr. Mayer in favour of Pope's i Essay on .Man.' What, 1 contended, can bo more free from objection than it.'! Does it not expressly inculcate l Virtue alone is happiness below ^f
The conversion that succeeded this posture of mind produced In him as a necessary consequence ft desire for somo additional strictness of life in evidence of its reality. Somo reflections, written probably in 181(5, remain on the subject of recreations, in which ho looked forward to the probability of a diilerenee between himself and bin parents, which show a freedom front the wilful ness oil enthusiasm.
Although it is far from pleasant to give my reasons, inasmuch as 1 shall appear to set myself up, and to be censuring recreations and those who indulge in them, yet when I am urged to give them, I hope I .shall never bo ashamed of them; presenting my scruples with humility and a due obedience to my parents; open to conviction, and ready to obey in a matter so dubious n.s this is, and to net, against my judgment if they command, thus satisfying at once my own conscience and them. . . . [but, continuing the argument] I liavo t.oo much sense, of my own weakness to answer Cor myself. The beginnings of sin jirn small, and is it not better, nay, to be too cautious th.'w too negligent? Ue.sides, T know myself in somo tilings better than you do ; I have hidden faults, and if you knew them, so ^erioUM a protest, would not appear to you strange. . , . 1 think thoso things of importance to myself;nts: * This in a Huhool IliiMjw in tin* r-f\l«* <»F Aildisiiu.* Af£iin: ouu of tlm jutpcra in The /tt'hMrr I SUM u savin*;; of AtUlisntiV* on tht* luvc nf fame.
